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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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5. (a) Explain what the Four Sights mean to Buddhists. 


[AO1 15] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 Candidates should set the Four Sights in context in Siddhartha’s 
biography. Accounts vary as to whether he saw the sights consecutively 
on one visit beyond the gates of the palace, or whether they were four 
different occasions. However, he is usually thought to have sen them at 
the age of 29 having developed a sense of dissatisfaction with his 
imprisoned state in the palace.  


 The first three sights; sickness, old age and death (a corpse); are 
understood to have introduced Siddhartha, seemingly for the first time, to 
the impermanent and painful nature of existence. His realisation that all 
sentient beings are subject to them emerges from the discussions he has 
with Channa, his charioteer. The sights mean similar things to Buddhists. 
They illustrate the urgency of imperilment the human condition. Sickness, 
old age and death, are aspects of dukkha-dukkha, the most obvious forms 
of suffering. Siddhartha’s deluded state about their existence is reflected 
upon by contemporary Buddhists in the context of the way culture 
attempts to hide these realities from us, and how we prefer to live in 
denial about them.  


 The fourth sight was of a sadhu or ascetic who appeared to be at peace 
with the knowledge of sickness, old age and death. For Siddhartha this 
prompted him to fulfil the prophecy which his father had worked hard to 
prevent, of ‘leaving home’ to follow a spiritual path to meaning and 
liberation. This is interpreted by Buddhists to mean they too must ‘leave 
home’ whether this is literally, or interpreted psychologically in terms of 
leaving a comfort zone spiritually speaking. 


 
 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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5. (b) ‘The life of the Buddha is not important to Buddhists.’ 


 
Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 


 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 Candidates will show their awareness of our lack of actual historical 
knowledge about the Buddha. It is likely that he existed, but we know 
almost nothing about him as a matter of fact. All out knowledge comes 
from texts that were written at least 300 years after he died. There are no 
contemporary sources. Many Buddhists consider his life to be a story.  


 Candidates may show their understanding of religious narrative, by 
exploring the power of meaningful stories. Although the life story is not 
historical fact, it is nonetheless a ‘truthful story’ because it communicates 
beliefs and values of the community who remembered the Buddha.  


 The Life story of the historical Buddha is considered very important by 
Theravada Buddhists, not least because the Buddha is thought to be a 
human example of what is possible in relation to awakening. The story of 
his efforts is important because it inspires Buddhists today. 


 Many Buddhists in Mahayana schools have little or no interest in the 
historical Buddha. They may be more interested in the Lotus Sutra, or in 
Amitabha.  


 The Buddha is not a figure like Jesus in Christianity – absolutely essential 
to make sense of the religion. It could be argued that Dharma is essential 
and the Buddha is incidental.  


 Candidates may refer to the importance to Buddhists of the 
Hagiographical or mythological nature of the life of the Buddha. 


 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2120UD0-1 WJEC GCE AS Religious Studies Unit 1 Opt. D - MS S18/DM 


 












Sticky Note
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Sticky Note
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Sticky Note

Mae hwn yn bwynt dilys ond mae angen ei ddatblygu mewn llawer mwy o fanylder.



Sticky Note
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Sticky Note

Mae sail i ddadl ddilys yma ond mae angen ei datblygu ymhellach gan ei chefnogi a rhesymeg.



Sticky Note

Mae hyn mor gyffredinol fel ei fod yn amherthnasol i ofynion y cwestiwn. Rhaid cofio bod y cwestiwn angen ei ateb o fewn cyd-destun Bwdhaidd.



Sticky Note

Arwynebol yw'r dadansoddiad ac anghyson yw'r gwerthusiad. Nid yw'r safbwyntiau a gyflwynir yn cael eu cefnogi'n ddigonol gan dystiolaeth neu enghreifftiau.
Mae'r ateb yn cael B2 - 4







Sticky Note

Gall hwn fod yn ddilys ond mae angen manylu llawer mwy.












2 








3 








(2120ND0-1)


2


UNED 1 – Cyflwyniad i Astudiaeth o Grefydd


Opsiwn D – Cyflwyniad i Astudiaeth o Fwdhaeth


Mae rhan (a) pob cwestiwn yn profi eich gwybodaeth a’ch dealltwriaeth o grefydd a chred.
Mae rhan (b) pob cwestiwn yn profi eich sgiliau dadansoddi a gwerthuso, o ran agweddau ar ac 
ymagweddau at grefydd a chred.


Adran B


Atebwch un cwestiwn o’r adran hon.


Neu,


5. (a)	 Esboniwch bwrpas myfyrdod Bwdhaidd. [15]


	 (b)	 ‘Gweithredu, nid myfyrio, sydd ei angen yn y byd heddiw.’
		 Gwerthuswch y farn hon, gan gyfeirio at Fwdhaeth.	 [15]


DIWEDD Y PAPUR


ⓗ WJEC CBAC Cyf.
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AS Generic Band Descriptors 
 


Band Assessment Objective AO1 – Part (a) questions      15 marks 
 


Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including: 


- religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching  
- influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies  
- cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice  


- approaches to the study of religion and belief. 


 
 
 
5 


13-15 marks 


 Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language /vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
4 


10-12 marks 


 Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples. 


 Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.  


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
3 


7-9 marks 


 Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.  


 A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
 
2 


 


4-6 marks 


 Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and relevance.  


 A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


 
 
1 


1-3 marks 


 Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and 
relevance.  


 A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.  


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence and 
examples. 


 Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 
 


N.B.   A maximum of 1 mark should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates 


          'knowledge in isolation' 


0  No relevant information. 
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Band 


Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions   15 marks 


Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief, 


including their significance, influence and study. 


5 


13-15 marks 
 


 Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue. 


 A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by the 
question set. 


 The response shows an excellent standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed reasoning 
and/or evidence. 


 Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Excellent spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


4 


10-12 marks 


 


 Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue. 


 The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed. 


 The response shows a very good standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Very good spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


3 


7-9 marks 


 


 Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue. 


 Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally been 


addressed. 


 The response shows a satisfactory standard of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence. 


 Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Satisfactory spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


2 


4-6 marks 


 


 Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue. 


 A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially addressed. 


 Partially accurate response, with some signs of coherence, clarity and organisation.  


 A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with reason 


and/or evidence. 


 Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context. 


 Some minor, recurring errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar. 


1 


1-3 marks 


 


 A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue. 


 Very limited accuracy within the response, with little coherence, clarity and organisation. 


 An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.  


 Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence. 


 Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary. 


 Errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar affect the meaning and clarity of communication. 


0  No relevant analysis or evaluation. 
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2. (a) Examine the notion of pratityasamutpada. 


[AO1 15] 
 
Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 The Sanskrit term pratitya-samutpada, (paticca-samuppada Pali) means 
the chain, or law, of dependent origination, or the chain of causation—a 
fundamental concept of Buddhism describing the causes of suffering and 
the course of events that lead a being through rebirth, old age, and death. 


 Other translations are Interdependent Origination, Conditioned Co-
production.  


 Existence is considered to be an interrelated flux of phenomenal events, 
material and psychical, without any real, permanent, independent 
existence of their own. These events happen in a series, one interrelating 
group of events producing another. The series is usually described as a 
chain of 12 links (nidanas, “causes”),  


 The nidanas consists of: (1) ignorance, specifically ignorance of the Four 
Noble Truths, of the nature of humanity, of transmigration, and of nirvana; 
which leads to (2) wrong thinking about reality. These in turn provide the 
structure of (3) knowledge, the object of which is (4) name and form—i.e., 
the principle of individual identity, and the sensory perception of an 
object—which are accomplished through (5) the six domains—i.e., the 
five senses and their objects—and the mind as the coordinating organ of 
sense impressions. The presence of objects and senses leads to (6) 
contact between the two, which provides (7) sensation (vedana). Because 
this sensation is agreeable, it gives rise to (8) thirst (tanha) and in turn to 
(9) grasping, depicted by intercourse. This sets in motion (10) the process 
of becoming which results in (11) birth of the individual and hence to (12) 
old age and death. 


 The Buddha is said to have reflected on the concept just prior to his 
enlightenment,  


 Having an understanding of cycle of becoming leads to emancipation from 
its bondage. 


 Later, the nidana series became pictured as the outer rim of the wheel of 
life, (bhavachakra) frequently reproduced in Tibetan art. 


 As well as the 12 nidana chain, pratitya-samutpada describes the radically 
inter-related nature of all phenomena, and becomes a concept later 
elaborated on in Mahayana philosophy. It is sometimes expressed as “if 
this exists, that exists; if this ceases to exist, that also ceases to exist.” 


 
 
This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives. 
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2. (b) 'Pratityasamutpada accurately describes reality.' 


 
  Evaluate this view.  [AO2 15] 
 


Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant 
responses should be credited.  
 


 Candidates may explain that much of modern science, especially 
quantum mechanics and systems theory, supports the idea of 
pratityasamutpada, which describes phenomena unfolding moment by 
moment, caused and conditioned by an almost infinite number and variety 
of events, with no underlying essential core.  


 Candidates may explain what pratityasamutpada means to them, in their 
own terms, highlighting cause and effect and connectedness observable 
in the world.  


 Candidates may argue that describing reality has never been satisfactorily 
achieved, and numerous theories compete for recognition. 
Pratityasamutpada is merely one such theory.  


 Candidates may argue that it is reasonable to suggest that reality needs 
to be understood in theistic terms, as without a first cause there is no 
chain of cause and effect.   


 Candidates may suggest that religious people in a range of traditions 
report experiences which suggest that the Buddhist worldview is not 
correct.  


 Candidates may argue that the problem with pratityasamutpada is that it 
relies on a notion of anatta, and either it is not compatible with their 
religion to accept this, or that it is not necessary to, or even that it makes 
no sense to, privilege this understanding of personhood over any other.  


 
 
Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a 
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised. 


 


  
















Sticky Note

Gwybodaeth a dealltwriaeth drwyadl a pherthnasol.



Sticky Note

Defnydd hyderus a chywir o iaith a geirfa arbenigol.







Sticky Note

Defnydd effeithiol o enghreifftiau a thystiolaeth.



Sticky Note

Ateb manwl a pherthnasol sy'n ymdrin yn llawn a gofynion y cwestiwn. Mae yma safon uchel o eglurder a threfn. Ceir defnydd deallus o enghreifftiau a thystiolaeth ac mae'r cyfan mewn iaith gywir.
Band 5 -15







Sticky Note

Dadleuon a gwrth ddadleuon dilys yn cael eu cefnogi gan resymu a thystiolaeth glir.
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Angen datblygu'r pwynt yma.



Sticky Note

Sut? Mae angen egluro mwy ar hyn.
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Mae yma ddadansoddi a gwerthuso pwrpasol ac effeithiol a dadleuon dilys yn cael eu cyflwyno. Eto'i gyd mae angen datblygu mwy mewn mannau ac efallai nad yw'r ateb yn rhoi digon o sylw i ragoriaethau'r Bodhisattva.
Band 4 - 11
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Gwybodaeth a dealltwriaeth gywir a pherthnasol.







Sticky Note

Defnydd effeithiol o enghreifftiau penodol.



Sticky Note

Ateb pur fanwl a pherthnasol yn ymateb i ofynion y cwestiwn. Mae lle i fod yn fwy penodol o ran y defnydd o enghreifftiau.
Band 4 - 11
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Pwynt dilys ond angen ei ddatblygu ymhellach.







Sticky Note

Pwynt dilys yn cael ei gefnogi gan enghreifftiau penodol.







Sticky Note

Dadansoddiad a gwerthusiad effeithiol a threiddgar sy'n ymateb yn ddeallus i ofynion y cwestiwn. Mae'r safbwyntiau a gyflwynir ar y cyfan yn cael eu cefnogi ag enghreifftiau penodol a rhesymu cadarn. Mae'r cyfan wedi ei gyflwyno mewn iaith dda a chywir gan gynnwys y defnydd o dermau a geirfa arbenigol.
Band 5 - 14
















Sticky Note

Mae'r datganiad yma'n bur gymysglyd ac yn rhy gyffredinol - byddai'n fwy addas fel cyflwyniad i ateb ar yr arhat.



Sticky Note

Eto yma hefyd mae yr ateb yn gymysglyd o ran y gosodiadau a wneir.



Sticky Note

Dylai bod cyfeiriad yma at lwybr y Bodhisattva yn hytrach na'r Llwybr Wythplyg ac yn sicr rhyw gyfeiriad at berthynas y ddau.



Sticky Note

Arwynebol iawn yw'r ymdriniaeth a'r addewidion mae'r Bodhisattva yn ei wneud.



Sticky Note

Gwybodaeth gyfryngedig a geir yma gyda lefel sylfaenol o gywirdeb a pherthnasedd. Rhyw or-gyffwrdd a'r cysyniad o Fodhisattva y mae'r ateb. Mae rhai o'r gosodiadau yn led-gywir ond heb eu datblygu'n ddigonol na'u cefnogi a thystiolaeth. Mae cymaint o brif nodweddion y cysyniad heb eu nodi ee llw'r Bodhisattva a'r deg bhumi.
Mae'r ateb yn cael Band 2 - 4 







Sticky Note

Er bod yma bwynt dilys mae lle i'w datblygu ymhellach.



Sticky Note

Mae yma ddadl ddilys ond eto gellir ei datblygu ymhellach a rhoi tystiolaeth benodol i'w chefnogi.



Sticky Note

Mae yma le i fanylu mwy yma ar berthynas yr arhat a ffordd y Bwdha hanesyddol.







Sticky Note

Ar y cyfan mae yma ymdrech foddhaol i ymdrin a'r cwestiwn. Mae yma ddadleuon dilys yn cael eu nodi ond i gyrraedd y bandiau uchaf mae angen eu datblygu'n fanylach a'u cefnogi a thystiolaeth benodol. Mae'r dadleuon wedi eu cyflwyno mewn modd rhesymegol ar y cyfan.
Mae'r ateb yn cael B3 - 9.
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UNED 1 – Cyflwyniad i Astudiaeth o Grefydd


Opsiwn D – Cyflwyniad i Astudiaeth o Fwdhaeth


Mae rhan (a) pob cwestiwn yn profi eich gwybodaeth a’ch dealltwriaeth o grefydd a chred.
Mae rhan (b) pob cwestiwn yn profi eich sgiliau dadansoddi a gwerthuso, o ran agweddau ar ac 
ymagweddau at grefydd a chred.


Adran A


Atebwch un cwestiwn o’r adran hon.


2. (a)	 Esboniwch y cysyniad Mahayana am y bodhisattva. [15]


	 (b)	 ‘Yr arhat nid y bodhisattva sy’n cynrychioli dysgeidiaeth y Bwdha orau.’
Gwerthuswch y farn hon.	 [15]
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